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magician and rain-maker, are the surest means by which a
Mkamba can attain power and importance and secure the
obedience of his countrymen." x Among the Suk, another
tribe of Kenya, there are two grades of chiefs, Lemurok or
medicine-men and Lekatuknok or advisers. " These two
grades exist side by side, but there is not a Lemurok in each
section. Each section has its chief, but there are at present
only two Lemurok., The powers. of Lemurok are based on
their knowledge of magic, and nothing of importance can
be initiated without their advice. Thus, if it is proposed
to make war, the first thing to be done is to consult the
Lemurok, who, if they approve, will demoralize their oppo-
nents by magic. They do not fight themselves, but without
their advice and spells nothing can be done. Again, if a
man wishes to remove his cattle to some pasture, he must
first consult the Lemurok, who know by their magic whether
the place is fly-infected or suitable for cattle. They are also
supposed to be able to foretell any cattle disease and are thus
able to take precautionary measures." a
Among the Bakerewe, who inhabit the largest island in
Lake Victoria Nyanza, the rain-makers enjoy a great reputa-
tion, for the making of rain is thought to be of the first im-
portance by the people. Hence this office of rain-making is
often reserved for the king: he is the great, the supreme,
maker of rain for the country : and it is to him that his sub-
jects address themselves as a last resort in times of drought.
If he succeeds in his enchantments he soon becomes popular ;
but if he fails he is universally despised and ruthlessly
dethroned.8 We have already seen that among the Basoga
of the Central District, on the Northern shore of Lake
Victoria Nyanza, the chief is regularly expected to make
rain for his people, and was roundly abused by them if he
failed to answer to their expectations.4
Among the Kuku, a tribe of the Upper White Nile, the
most important personage is the Mata-lo-pion or the chief of
water. He is credited with the power of making or stopping
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